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Built Heritage Conservation Training

In 1998 the British Council and the Romanian Ministry of Culture, 
recognising the need to develop a built heritage conservation strat-
egy, invited the Institute of Historic Building Conservation (IHBC) 
and the Transylvania Trust to design and implement a project to 
promote historic building conservation in Romania. That is how the 
Built Heritage Conservation Training Project was created. The pro-
gram was located in 1999 in the United Kingdom, in 2000 in the 
Bethlen Gábor College in Aiud, since 2001 in Bánffy Castle, Bonţida.

The purpose of the training is to promote excellence in the con-
servation of the historic environment and specifically to teach 
traditional building craft skills which can be utilised in the repair 
and maintenance of historic buildings. It is run by the Transylvania 
Trust (RO) and the Institute of Historic Building Conservation (UK).

The training promotes a policy of Minimal Intervention, compat-
ibility of techniques and materials, and the use of local resources in 
historic building repair. It provides teaching modules, each of two 
weeks duration, which offer a theoretical and practical understand-
ing of the care of the historic environment, through lectures deliv-
ered by lecturers from British and Romanian universities and other 
specialists, provided through simultaneous translation in Romanian, 
English and Hungarian, and through practical workshops in Render-
ing, Masonry Consolidation, Carpentry and Stonemasonry led jointly 
by Romanian and British craftsmen, where students learn through 
practical restoration projects directly on the castle buildings.

The courses are available to craftsmen who are already within the 
building industry, and to university students (mainly architecture 
and structural engineering, landscape architecture, art history and 
archaeology), who are able to undertake their vocational training 
through BHCT Centre. 

Students (more than 800) attending the courses have come from 
Romania, Hungary, Slovakia, Slovenia, the Czech Republic, Estonia, 
Belgium, France, Sweden, United Kingdom, Brazil, Australia and 
USA.

As a result of the program:
1. the former kitchen block was restored, where at present  the 

accommodation and the catering for the training centre, and a 
cultural cafe are located; 

2. the main entrance gate was consolidated and provided with a 
new roof, where the reception and an exhibition area has been 
established; 

3. the former stables, and one of the most beautiful Baroque 
carved entrances to the stables were partially restored

4. the opening of the Built Heritage Conservation Training Centre 
in the partially restored Miklós building;

5. the creation of a small museum which contains a collection of 
the castle’s carved stones created by the students in art history

6. students in landscape architecture have prepared plans for the 
conservation of the castle’s surroundings, and they have also con-
tributed to the  implementation of the related works; and the pro-
vision of an interpretative panel on the landscape history of the 
castle:

7. partial restoration of the mill;
8. the restoration of the former chapel to provide the local com-

munity with a  Cultural Community Hall.

Royal Patron: Her Royal Highness Princess Margarita of Romania
The project is supported by His Royal Highness, the Prince of 

Wales

Specializare în reabilitarea patrimoniului construit

În 1998 British Council şi Ministerul Culturii, recunoscând lipsa 
muncitorilor calificaţi, care pot utiliza tehnici şi materiale 
tradiţionale în cursul reabilitării clădirilor istorice, a invitat 
Fundaţia Transylvania Trust şi Institute of Historic Building Conserva-
tion (IHBC una dintre organizaţiile cele mai semnificative din acest 
domeniu din Marea Britanie) să întocmească un program pentru 
soluţionarea problemei. Astfel s-a înfiinţat programul de special-
izare în reabilitarea patrimoniului construit. Programul s-a 
desfăşurat în 1999 în Marea Britanie, în 2000 în Colegiul Bethlen 
Gábor din Aiud, iar începând cu 2001 în castelul Bánffy de la 
Bonţida.

Scopul este promovarea excelenţei în reabilitarea patrimoniului 
construit, în mod specific specializarea în meseriile tradiţionale din 
domeniul construcţiilor, care pot fi utilizate atât la lucrările de 
reabilitare, cât şi la întreţinerea clădirilor istorice. Activitatea 
Centrului este coordonată de Fundaţia Transylvania Trust respectiv 
de Institue of Historic Building Conservation.

Centrul promovează principiile intervenţiei minimale, compatibili-
tatea tehnicilor şi a materialelor, precum şi utilizarea resurselor 
locale la intervenţiile efectuate pe clădiri istorice. 

Cursurile de specializare sunt organizate în sistem modular, 
fiecare modul având durata de 2 săptămâni. Cursanţii însuşesc 
cunoştinţe teoretice şi deprinderi practice privind protecţia mediu-
lui istoric, prin prelegeri susţinute de reprezentanţii universităţilor 
din ţară şi Marea Britanie, respectiv de alţi specialişti de renume, 
traduse simultan în limbile română, engleză, maghiară. Specializa-
rea practică se desfăşoară  în ateliere de zidărie, tencuire, dulgh-
erie şi pietrărie, conduse de maiştrii români şi britanici, unde 
participă la lucrări de reabilitare efectuate direct pe clădirile 
castelului. 

Cursurile sunt organizate pentru muncitori calificaţi în domeniul 
construcţiilor, respectiv pentru studenţi ai universităţilor de profil 
(preponderent arhitecţi, ingineri constructori, arhitecţi peisagişti, 
istoria artei şi arheologie), care efectuează practică universitară în 
cadrul programului. 

S-au specializat cursanţi (până în prezent 800 de persoane) din 
România, Ungaria, Slovacia, Slovenia, Cehia, Estonia, Belgia, 
Franţa, Suedia, Marea Britanie, Brazilia, Australia şi SUA. 

Ca rezultat al programului s-a realizat:
1. reabilitarea fostei clădiri a bucătăriei, unde sunt amenajate 

momentan spaţiile de cazare şi sală de mese pentru programul de 
specializare, respectiv o cafenea culturală;

2. s-a restaurat parţial clădirea porţii, şi pentru a găzdui zona de 
recepţie şi spaţiu pentru expoziţii;

3. s-au reabilitat parţial fostele grajduri  şi una dintre cele mai 
frumoase porţi în stil baroc 

4. reabilitarea parţială a clădirii Miklós şi deschiderea Centrului de 
specializare în reabilitarea patrimoniului construit cu sală de 
conferinţă şi două birouri;

5. un lapidariu, care a fost înfiinţat de studenţii de istoria artei;
6. proiectarea de reabilitare a anturajului castelului şi executarea 

parţială a lucrărilor de către studenţii peisagişti;
7. cu participarea cursanţilor în dulgherie reabilitarea parţială a 

morii;
8. renovarea clădirii fostei capele în vederea deschiderii Centrului 

Cultural Comunitar. 

Patron spiritual: Alteţa Sa Regală Principesa Margareta a României
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Épített-örökség felújító szakképzés

1998-ban a British Council és a romániai Művelődési Minisztérium, 
felismerve a szakmunkások hiányát, akik történeti épületek 
helyreállításában hagyományos építési technikákat és 
építőanyagokat alkalmazni tudnak, felkérte a Transylvania Trust 
Alapítványt és az Institute of Historic Building Conservationt (az 
IHBC a szakterület egyik legfontosabb intézménye Nagy-
Britanniában), hogy dolgozzanak ki egy programot a probléma me-
goldására. Így alakult ki az Építettörökség-felújító szakképző pro-
gram, melynek helyszíne 1999-ben Nagy-Britannia, 2000-ben a 
nagyenyedi Bethlen Gábor Kollégium, majd 2001-től a bonchidai 
Bánffy kastély.

A képzés célja a magas szakmai színvonal biztosítása az épített 
örökség felújításában, s ezen belül történeti épületek helyreállí-
tásához szükséges hagyományos építőmesterségek oktatása. A pro-
gramot a Transylvania Trust Alapítvány és az Institute of Historic 
Building Conservation irányítja.

A szakképzés a minimális beavatkozás, a technológiák és anyagok 
kompatibilitása, valamint a helyi anyagok használatának elvét vallja 
a műemlékek helyreállításában. 

Az oktatás két hetes modulokból áll, amelyek során a történeti 
épületek helyreállításával kapcsolatos elméleti és gyakorlati 
képzésen vesznek részt a hallgatók. Falazó és vakoló kőműves, ács, 
kőfaragó szakmákban biztosított a képzés. Az elméleti képzést 
nagy-britanniai és romániai egyetemek tanárai, valamint más elis-
mert szakemberek tarják, akiknek előadásait szinkrontolmácsolás 
segítségével román, magyar és angol nyelvre fordítjuk. A gyakorlati 
oktatás szintén romániai és angliai mesterek vezetésével történik. A 
műhelygyakorlatok során a hallgatók a kastély helyreállításán dol-
goznak.

A képzésen részt vesznek szakmunkások, akik az építőiparban 
helyezkedtek el, valamint építész, építőmérnök, tájépítész, régész 
vagy művészettörtész- szakos egyetemisták, akik szakmai gyakorla-
tukat végzik a program keretén belül. 

A program hallgatói (eddig több mint 8OO diák) Romániából, Mag-
yarországról, Szlovákiából, Szlovéniából, Csehországból, Észtország-
ból, Belgiumból, Franciaországból, Svédországból, Angliából, Brazí-
liából, Ausztráliából és az Amerikai Egyesült Államokból érkeztek.

A program eredményeként megvalósult:
1. a volt konyhaépület helyreállítása, ahol most az oktatási pro-

gram szálláshelyei és étkezdéje, valamint kulturális kávézó 
működik; 

2. a kapuépület  részleges helyreállítása, két fogadó illetve 
kiállítóterem kialakítása; 

3. a volt istállók és az egyik legszebb barokk faragott kő 
istállókapu részleges helyreállítása; 

4. az Épített Örökség Helyreállító Szakképző Központ a Miklós 
épületben, ahol konferencia termek és irodák állnak a diákok ren-
delkezésére; 

5. a lapidárium berendezése a művészettörténész hallgatók 
munkájának eredménye;

6. a kastély környezetének helyreállítási terve valamint annak 
részleges kivitelezése a tájépítész hallgatók segítségével; 

7. a malom helyreállítási munkálatainak elkezdése;
8. a volt kápolna épületében Kulturális Közösségi Központ beren-

dezése.

Védnök: Őfelsége, Margaréta királyi hercegnő
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